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The Adventure
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i N glancing over my notes of tbi
seventyodd cases in whkh

I during the last eight year studied
the methods of my friend Sherlock
Holmes I find many tragic some comic-
a large number of merely strange but
none commonplace for working as he
did rather for the idve of his art than
for the acquirement of wealth he re-
fused himself with any
Investigation vhich not tend

the unusual and even the fantas-
tic Of all these varied cases how-ever I cannot recall nhy which
entod more singular features than thatwhich was associated the wellknown Surrey family Roylotts
of Stoke Moran The in ques
tIon occurred in the of my
association with Holmes when we were
sharing rooms as in Bakerstreet It is have

them upon record before but a
of secrecy was made at the

time from which I have only been freedduring the lost m mih by the untimely
of the lady to whom the pledgewas given It is perhaps as well thatthe facts should now come to light forI have reasons to know that there arewidespread rumors as to the deathofDr Grimesby Roylott which tend to
the matter even more terrible

truth-
It was early in April in the year 83that I woke one morning to find Sherlock Holmes standing fully dressed by

the side of my bed He was a lateriser as a rule and as the clock on themantelpiece me that It was onlya quarter I blinked up athim In some surprise and perhaps justa little resentment for i was myselfregular in my
Very sorry you up Wat

f n said he but its the common lotiiiis morning Mrs Hudson has lonup she retorted upon me and
Whet is it then a fire
No a client It seems that a young

lady lies arrived in a considerable state
who insists upon seeingme She is waiting now In the sittingroom Now when young ladies wanderabout the metropolis at this hour of themorning and knock sleepy people out oftheir beds I presume that It Is something very pressing which they have

communicate Should It prove to bean interesting case you would J amsure wish to follow it from the out-
set I thought at any rate that Ishould call you and give you thehance

anything
I had no keener pleasure than in following Holmes in his professional in-

vestigations and in the rapid
deductions as swift as intuitions andyet always founded on a logical basiswith which he unravelled the problems
which were submitted to him I rrpidly
threw on my elothes and was ready in

few minutes to accompany my
down to the sitting room A
dressed in black and heavily veiled who
l ad been sitting In the window
HP we entered

C morning madam saidHolmes cheerily My name is Sher
n be

whop you can speak as
b roMttjwelt Hai I am gl-
tna Hn Hpn has Had the
sense to Might the lire Pray
f it and I shall order you a cup of
lint coffee for I observe that you are
shivering-

It is not cold which me
shiver said the woman In
changing her seat as requested

What then
It I tfear Mr Holmes it Is terror

She raised her veil as she spofte and we-
oould stoe that sh was nd d in a
pitiable state of agitation her lace all
drawn and gray wjth restless fright-
ened like those of some h ntel

and fissure were
those of a but her hair
was shot with premature gray and her
expression was weary and haggard
Sherlock Holmes ran her over with one
of his quick all comprehensive

You must not fear said
ingly bending forward and patting her
forearm We shall soon set matters

I have no You have come
train this I see

You know me then
No but I observe the second half

of a return ticket in the palm of your
left glove You must have startedearly and yet you had a good drive in
a dog cart along heavy roads before
you reached the station

The lady gave a violent start and
stared In bewilderment at my compan-
ion

There is no mystery my dear
madam said smiting TJUe left
arm of your jacket is spattered with
mud in no less than seven places The

are perfectly fresh There is
safe a dogcart which throws

up mud in that way and then only
when you on the leftItand side Of
the driver

Whatever your reasons may be you
are perfectly correct she said 1
started from home before 6 reached
eatherhea at twenty post and came
in by the first train to Waterloo Sir
I can this strain no longer I
shall if it continues I have
no one to turn to norm save only one
who cares for me and he poor fellow j

can b of little aid I have ofyou Sir Holmes I have
from Mrs Farintosh whom you helped
in the hour of her sore It was
from her that I had your Oh
sir do you not think that you could
help me to and at least throw a littlelight through the dense darkness which
surrounds me At present it is out
of my power to reward you for your
services but in a or weeks
I shall be married control ofmy own income and then at least you
shall find me not ungrateful

Holmes turned to his desk and utflocking it drew out a small casebook
which he consulted

Farintosh ne Ah yes I
recall the was concerned withopal I think it was beforeyour I can only say
madam that I shall be happy to de-
vote the same wire to your ease as 1
did to hat of your friend As to re-
ward my profession is its own reward
but you are at liberty to

expenses I may be at the
time which suits you best And now I
beg that you will lay before us every-
thing that may help us In forming an
opinion upon the

replied the Very
horror of my situation lies In the fact
that my fears are so vague and my
suspicions depend so entirely upon
small points which might seem trivial
to another that even he to whom of all
others I have a right to look for help I

and advice looks upon all that I tell
him about is at the fancies of a nerv
ous woman He not say so butI can read it from answers
an davorted eyes But I have heard
3Ir Holmes that you can see deeply
Into the manifold wickedness of the
human heart You may advise ane
how to walk amid dangers
encomiass me

I am oil attention madam
My name is Helen Stoner and I am

living with my stepfather who is the
last survivor of one of the oldest Saxon
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families in England the Roylotts of
Stoke Moran on the western border of
Surrey

Holmes nodded his head The name
Is familiar to me said he

Th family wjis at one time among
the richest in England and the
extended over the borders Into
shire the north and Hampshire in
the west In the last century

four successive heirs were of a
dissolute and wasteful disposition and
the ruin was
pleted by gambler in the days of the
Regency Nothing was left save a few
acres of ground arid the 200yearold
house which is itself crushed under
a heavy mortgage The last squire
dragged out his existence there living
the horrible life of an aristocratic pau
per but his only son my

that he must adapt himself to
the new obtained an

which enabled
him to take a medical and went
over to Calcutta where by his profe
atonal skill and hiQ character
ho established a large practice fri a

i ui anger cuusea UHIC
robberies which had been perpetrated-
in the hQuse he beat his native butler
to death and narrowly escaped a capi-
tal sentence As it was he suffered
a long term of after-
ward returned and
disappointed man

When Dr Roylott was in India he
married my mother Mrs Stoner the
young widow of Major General Stoner
ot the Bengal artillery My sister Julia
and I were twins and we were only
two years old at the time of my moth
ers remarriage She had a consider
able sum of less than 100-
0poundsa year and this she bequeathed
lo Dr Roylott entirely while resided
With him a that a

annual sum should be allowed to
each of us In the event of our mar-
riage Shortly after our return to Eng

my jnother died she was killed
eight years ago in a railway accident
near CrctVq Dr Roylott then

self in practice In London and took
us to live with him the old ancestral
house at Stoke Moran The money
which my mother had left was enough
for all our wants and there seemed-
to be no obstacle In 6ur ha jpine s

But a terrible change came over my
stepfather about this time Instead of
making friends and exchanging visits
with our neighbors who had at first

overjoyed to see a Roylott of
Moran back in the old famil

stat lie shut himself up in his house
and seldom came out save to
in ferocious quarrels with

cross his path Violence of tem-
per approaching to mania has been her-
editary in the men of the family and
in my stepfathers case it had I be-
lieve been intensified by his long

In the A series of dis-
graceful Dlaae two of
which ended in the polite court until
at last he become the terror of the

and the folks would fty at h s
for he Is a man of immense

Smmgth md absolutely uncontrollable
in hisaneer

Last week he hurled the local
over a parapet into a stream

4Md ft w ri alw J t pas eg U

the which I cdQld gather to
r tluvt Lwas able to avert Jr

fmtfl HJ had no friend
at allsave the wandering gypsies and
he wquld give these vagabonds

enqamp upon the few acres of bram
bjecovered land which represent the
fctpjily estate and would accept in re
turn the hospitality of their tents wan-
dering away with them sometimes for

also
for Indian animals which are sent

at thlb moment a cheetah and a baboon
which wander freely over his grounds
and are feared by the villagers almost-
as rruch as their master

You can imagine from what I say
that my poor sister Julia and I had
no great pleasure in our lives No ser
vant would stay with us and for

time we did all the work of the
house She was but 30 at the time of
her death and yet her hair had already
begun to whiten even as mine has

Your sister is dead then
She Sled just two ago and it

js of herdeath that I to speak to
you You can understand that living
the life which I have described we were
little likely to see anyone of our own
age and position We had however
an aunt my mothers maiden sister
Miss Honoria Westphall who lives
near Hnrrow and we were occasionally
allowed to pay short visits at this
ladys house Julia went there at
Christmas two years ago and met there-
a half pay major of marines to whom
she became engaged My stepfather
iQarned of the engagement when my
sister returned and offered no objection
to the marriage but within a fort
night of the day which had been fixed
for the wedding the terrible event oc-
curred which h e deprived me of my
only eemiHinlon-

Sherlbck Holmes had been leaning
back in his chair with his closed
and his head sunk in cushion tflit he
half opened his npw and glanced
across at his visitor

be precise as to details he

It Is easy for me to be so for every
event of that dreadful time is
Into my memory The mannor
is as I have already said very old
r 3 only wing Is now inhabited

ground being in
the central block of the buildings or
these bed first is Dr Roy
lolts the my sisters and the
third my own There is no communi-
cation between them but they all open
out into the same corridor J3o I make
myself t lal-

Pgrf ttly o-

Th windows of the three rooms
upon the lawn That fatal

night Dr Roylott had gone to his room
though we knew that he had not
to rest for my sister was

clgars which It was his custom to
smoke She left her room therefore j

and into mine where she sat for j

wedding At 13 oclock she
rose to leave me but she paused at

T Ooor and looked buck
Tell in she have

youir ever heard anyone whistle in the
daad of the nizht

Never said I
I suppose you could not pos-

sibly whittle in your sleep
Certainly not But why
Because during the lost few nights

I have always 8 In the morning
heard a row whistle I am a
light sleeper and it has awakened me

the nextroom perhaps from
I thought that I would just j

agk youwhether you had heard It j
No I ha not It must be those

wretched gypsies In the plantation
Very likely And yet If It were on

the lawn I wonder that youdid not
It also

but I sleep more heavily than

nt any back at me
Hosed door and mcmohts
later T heard her key turn In the

Indeedf said Holmes Was
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custom alwaysjto lock yoiir2elves in
at night

Always
And why v

think that I mejitioried to thtthe doctor kept a cheetah and
We had no feeling pf security unless
our doors were locked

Quite so Pray proceed with your
statement-

I could not sleej thatvague feeling of impending misfortune
impressed me I you
will recollect were twins and you
know how subtle arc the links which
bind two souls which are 0 closely
allied It was a wild night The wind
was howling outside and rain was
beating and the windpws amid ail he hubbub-
of the burst the wild
scream of a terrified I knewthat it was my I sprang
from ray bed wrapped a shawlme and rushed into the
I opened my door I seemed to hear a
low whistle such as my sister des-
cribed and a few laier a
clingIng sound as if a mass i of metal
had fallen As J ran down passagemy was unlocked hud re
volved slowly upon itshinges I staredat it not Knowing what
was about to issue from it By thelight of the corridor lamp T saw my
sister appear at the opening her face
blanched with terror her hands grop

th
spla t
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fort
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round
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I Saw My Sister Appear at the Opening

tag for swaying-
to and fro like a drunkard
I ran to her and threw my arms
around her but af that moment her
knees seemed to give way and she
to the ground She writhed as ode
Is in terrible pain and her limbs
were dreadfully convulsed At first
I she hod not rec-
ognized me but as I bent over
her she suddenly SljrfeKsd t out
In a voice which I ShaU never
forget Oh my God lTelen It was
the band The speckled bandwas something else which she
fahT and she stabbed
with her finger into the air In
the direction of the doctors room but-
a fresh convulsion elzed her and

her wqrds I rushed outcallmy tepfather and 1 met
him hastening from his room in hisdressinggown When he reached my
sisters side she was unconscious andthough he poured brandy down her
throat and medical aid from
the village wets in Valtt for
she slowly sank and hay
ing recovered her consciousness 33ueh
was the dreadful end of iny beloved
sister

One moment said Holmes iresure about this whistle and
alike sound Could swear to It

That was what the

yet among the crash of and
the creaking an old house I may
possibly have been teaeivedV

Was your sster dressed
No she was in her nightdress In

her right hand was found the charredstump of a match and In her left a
box

thatj he light
and looked about her the alarm
took place That is important And
what conclusion did the come
to

He Investigated the case AVlth great
care for Dr Roylotfs conduct hadlong been nonnrlousln buthe unable to firid any Satisfactory

of death My evidence showed
that the door lad be n fastened upon
the side and the windows were
blocked old ashtoned shutters withbroad iron bars which were ecuredvery night The waVe were carefully
sounded suit i r6 shom be quite
solid all round slid war
also thoroughly toxamlned withsame result The chimnay is wide but
it is barred up by four large stttole
Was quite alone when she mother end
Besides there were no marks of any
violence upon her

How about poison v
The doctors exanflnetl her It butwithout

What do thai this unfor-
tunate lady died of then-

It Is my belief that she died of pure

it was that frightened her I cannot
imagine v

Wore ia the planta
tion at the time

Yes there are nearly always some
thereAh and what lid ypu gather from
this allusion to a speckled
band

Sometimes have thought that ft

sometimes that it may have referred
to some band of people perhaps to
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these very in the plantation
I do not know whether the spotted
handkerchiefsjwhlch so many of them
wear over might have sug-
gested the strSng adjective which she
used

Holmes shojli head HkQ a man
who is far fjSmr being satilied

he g i on with your narca
tive

Two years have passed since then
and my life until lately lone
Her than over A3nonth ago however
a dear friend T I have Imown

J J k

to ask lily handin marriage His name-
ia Percy second son of Mr
Armitage of Crane Water near Read
ing My stepfather has offered no
opposition to match and we are
to be married jn course of the
spring Two days some repairs
were the west wins of the
building and my bedroom has
been pierced spathat I to
move into the c Umber in which my
sister died and sleep in the very

my thrill of when last night-
as I lay awake over
rible fate I heard in the

of the the low whistle which
had been the herald of her own death-
I sprang up and He the lamp but noth-
ing was to be a in the room I
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was too shaken to go to bed again
however so I dressed and as soon a

was daylight I slipped down gQt
a dogcart at the Crown Inn which is
opposite and drove to Latherhead
whence I come on this movning
with the one object of seeing and
asking your advice

You have dond wisely said my
friend But have you told me all

Yes all
Mis Roylott you have not You

are acreeniTig your stepfathan
Why what do you mean

For answer Holmes pushed baok the
of black lace which fringed the
that lay upon our visitors knee

Five little livid spots of
four fingers and a thumb
upon the wrist

You have been cruelly
j Holmes
j over her injured wrist He is
man she said and perhapshe hardly
knows his own strength

There was a lope sllence during
Holmes leaned his ch n
un stared into the crackling

fireThis i a very deep business he
said at l tj Uhere are a
details which 1 should desire to know
before I decide upon our cpUrs of ao

Yet we have not a moment to
were to corte to Stoke

Moran would It be possible for
us to sue over these rooms wjthout-
the knowledge1 of your stepfather

As it happens he poke flit coming
into town today Important
business It is probable will

b nothing to disturb you We have

foolish and I could easily
tho way
Excellent You not averse to

this trip Watson
By 110 means
Then we shall both eqnw VVVhat

are you to do yourself
I or which

would wish to do now thatf J am In
town But I shall return by the l-

oclock trahi o s to be tfidrjs in time
for your coming1 V

And you may us early Jri
afternoon 1
business matters to attend to Will
you not wait and breakfast-

No 1 must go My heart is light-
ened since I have my

i I shall look forward
to seeing you again this mtterMoan
She dropped her thick VQlJbVer her

And nhat to you thinkQf it all
Watson asked Sherlock Hplimjs

j loaning back in his choir
It seems to me to be a most

and sinister business v
Dark enou rh and slnisterei otiijh
Yet if tho lady is correct in spying

that the flooring and vaiis sound
and that the window
ney are impassable then lieV Sister
must have seen undoubteQly alone
when she met her mysteriOus

What becomes then of noc-
turnal whistles and what
peculiar word o tho dying vyrphlo-
nVI cannot tnlalc-

Whenyou combine the ideas of the
whistles o t night tho pre enefe f it

with this old act
that we have every reason to believe
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that the doctor has an interest in pre
venting his stepdaughters marriage
the dying allusion to a band and
finally the fact that Miss Helen Stoner
heard a metallic clang which might
have been caused by one of those metal
bars which secured the shutters falling
into thou place I think that there is
good ground to think that the mystery
may be cleared along those lines

But what then did the gypsies do
I cannot imagin-

eI see many objections to any such
theory

Mid so do I It is precisely for that
Moran this day I want to see whether
the objections are fatal or if they may-
be explained away But what in the
name of the devil

The ejaculation had been drawn from
my companion by the fact that our
door had been suddenly dashed open
and that a huge man had framed

in the apetture His costume was
a peculiar mixture of the professional
and of the agricultural having a black-
top hat a long frock coat and a pair
of high gaiters with a huntingcrop
swinging in his build So tall
that his hat actually brushed
bar of the doorway and his breadth

seemed to span it across from side to
side A large face seared with a thou
sand wrinkles burned yellow with the
sun and marked with every evil pas-
sion was turned from one to the other
of us while his deepset bileshot eyes
and his high nose gave
him somewhat the resemblance to a
fierce old bird of prey

Which of you is Holmes asked
this aboarition

My name sir you have the ad
vantage of me said my companion
CiUietlr

I am Dr Grlmesby RoylottJpf Stoke
Moran

Indeed doctor said Holmes bland-
ly Pray take a seat-

I will do nothing of the kind My
stepdaughter has been here I nave
traced her What has she been saying
to you

Is a little cold for the time of theyear said Holmes
What has she been saying to you

screamed the old man furiously
But I have heard that the crocuses

promise well continued my cdmpardon Imperturbably-
Ha You put me off do you said

our new visitor taking a
and shaking I know
you you scoundrel I have heard ofyou before You are Holmes the med-
dler

My friend smiled 4
Holmes the busybody

His saiile broadened
Holmes the Scotland Yard Jackin

office
Holmes chuckled heartily Your

Conversation Is most entertaining
said he When you go out close the
door fpr there is a decided draught

I will so when I hafve said my say
Dont you dare to meddle with my af-
fairs I that Miss Stoner has been
here I traced her T am a dangerous-
man to fall foul of See here Hestepped swiftly forward seized the

rajgripTie snarled the
twisted poker into thevfireAplace ho
strode out of the room

He seems a very

so bulky but if he had
might have huh fhai gin grip

not feebl s his
As he spoke he the

steel poker and with a sudden effort
straightened it put again

Fancy his having the insolence to
confound me with the official Jdetective
former This incident zct to our
investigation I only trust
that our little friend will not suffer from
her impudence in allowing this brute to
trace her And now Watson we shall
order breakfast and afterward I shall
walk down to Doctor Commons where
I hope to get some data which may help
us in this natter

It was nearly 1 oclock when Sherlock
Holmes returned from his excursion-
He held in his hand a sheet of bluepaper scrawled over with and
figures-

I liave seen the will of the deceased
wifesa1d he To determine its exact
meaning I have been obliged to work
out the present prices of the invest

with which It is concerned The
which at the time of the

wifes death was little short of 1100
Is now through the fall in agricultural
prices not more than 750 Each
daughter can claim an Income of 250
In ease of marriage it is evident
therefore that both srirls had

this beauty would have had a
pittance while even one of them

would cripple him to a very serious ex-
tent My mornings work has not been
wasted since it has proved that he
has the very strongest motives for
standing In the way of anything of the
sort And now Watson this is too
serious for dawdling especially as the

man Is aware that we are interest-
ing ourselves in his affairs so If you
are ready we shall call a cab and drive
to Waterloo should be vfry much
obliged if you would slip your revolver
into your pocket An Elys No 2 Is an
excellent argument with gentlemen who
can twist steel pokers Into knots That
and a tooth brush are I think all that
we need

At Waterloo we wore fortunate in
catching a train for Loathorhead where
we hired a trap at time station inn and
drove for four or five miles through the
lovelr Surrey lanes It was a perfect
day with a bright sun and a few fleecy

5n the heavens The trees and
hedges were just throwing

was full of the pleasant smell of the
moist earth To me at least there wasstrange contrast between the sweet
promise of the spring and this sinister
quest upon which we were engaged
My companion sat in the front of thetrap his arms folded his hat prilled
dpwn over his eyes and his chin sunk
iippn his breast buried lu the deepest
thought Suddenly however he started
tapped me on the shoulder and pointed
over the meadows

Look there said he
A heavily timbered park up

In gentle slope a
rove at the highest point From amfd

the branches there jutted out the gray

mansion
Stoke Moran said he
Yes sir that be the house of Dr

Grimesby Roylott remarked the
There is som building going on

there said Holmes that is where
we 4vie going

Theres thevilfcjjje said the driver
to a cluster of roofs some

Distance to the left but if you want
to get to the house youll findit shorter

get over stile and the
footpath fields There it is
where the lady is walking

And the lady I fancy Is Miss Ston-
er observed Holmes shading his eyes

Yes I think we had as you
suggest

We got oft paid our fare and the
trap rattled back on its way to Leath
erhtcacT v

tt us well said Holmes
climbed the stile that this fel-
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a architects or on some definite busi-
ness It may stop his gossip
afternoon Miss Stoner You see
we have been as good as our word

Our client of the morning had hurried
forward to ua with a face which
spoke her I have been waiting
so eagerly for you she cried hakinff
hands with us warmly All has turned
out splendidly Dr Roylott has gone
lo town and it is upllkely that he
will be back before evening

Ve have had the pleasure of mak-
ing the doctors acquaintance said
Holmes and In a few sketch

turned white to the lips aa she listened
Good heavens she cried he has

followed me then
So it
He is that I never know

when I am safe from him What will
he say when he returns

He must guard himself for he may
find that there is some one more cun

than himself upon his track You
must lock yourself up from him to-
night If he we shall takeyou way to aunts at Harrow
Now we the best use of
our time so kindly take us at once
to the rooms which we are to exam

I The building was of gray lichen

tion and two curving wings like the
of a crab thrown out on each
In one of these wings the win

dows were broken and blocked with
wooden boards while the roof Was part-
ly caved in a picture of ruin The
central portion was in little better re
pair but the right hand block was
comparatively modern and the blinds

burling up from the chimneys showed
this was where the family resided

scaffolding had been erected
against the end wall and the stone
work had been broken into but there
were no signs of any workmen at the
moment of our visjt Holmes walked
slowly up and down the ill trimmed
lawn and with deep atten-
tion the windows

This I take it belongs to the room
in which you usedto sleep the center
one to your sisters and the one next
to the main building to Dr Roylotts
chamber

Exactly so But I am now sleeping
in the middle one

Pending the alterations as I under-
stand By the way there dqes not
seem to very pressing

at that end wall
were none I believe it was

an excuse to move me from my room
Ah that Is suggestive Now on the

other side of this narrow wing runs the
corridor from which these three rooms

There are windows In it of
course

Yes but very small ones Too nar-
row for to pass through-

As you both locked your doors at
night your rOQms were unapproachable
from that side Now
the kindness to go into your room and
bar your shutters

Miss Stoner did so and Holmas
careful examination through the6parf

window endeavored every way to
the shutter open but without

Tfcdre wvafat MO Mt througtr
which could be passed tbittilse
the bar Then with his lens lietesteQ
the hinges but they were of solid Iron
built firmly into the massive masonry
Hum said he scratching his chin in

presents some difficulties No one could
pass these if they were
Well we the inside
any light upon the

A side door the
from which the

bedrooms opened Holmes refused to
examine the third chamber so we
passed at once to the second that In
which Miss Stoner was now sleeping
and In which had met her
fate It was a homely little room with
a low ceiling and a gaping fire place
after the fashion of old country
A brown chest of drawers stood
corner a narrow white counterpaned-
bed in another and a dressing table
on the left hand side of the window
These articles with two small wicker-
work chairs made up all the furniture-
in the room save for a square of Wil
ton carpet in the centre The boards
round and the panelling of the walls
were of brown wormeaten old
and discolored that it may dated
from the original building of the house
Holmes drew of the chairs into a
corner and sat silent while his eyes
travelled round and round and up and
down taking in every detail of the
apartment

does that bell communicate
asked at pointing to a

thick bell rope down
the bed the tassel actually lying

upon the pillow
It goes to the housekeepers
It looks newer than the

things
Yes it was only put there a couple

of years ago
Your sister asked for it I suppose
No I never heard of her using it

We always used to get what we wanted
for ourselves

Indeed it seemed unnecessary to put
so nice bellpull there You will ex
cuse me for a few I
satisfy myself asito He
threw himself down upon his face with
his lens in his hand and crawled
swiftly backward and forward exam
ining minutely the cracks between the
boards Then he did the same with the
woodwork with which the chamber was
panelled Finally he walked over to
thebed and some time in staring-
at it dud in eye and
down the wall he took time bell
rope In his hand and gave rt a brisk
tug

i Why its a dummy said be
Wont it ring

I No it is not oven attached to a
wire This is very interesting

j see now that it Is fastened tc a
hook lust above where the little open
lag for the ventilator is

How very absurd I never noticed
that before

Veri strange muttered Holmes
pulling at the rope There are one or
two very singular points about this
room For example what a fool a
builder must be to open a ventilator
into another roomwhen with the same

he might have communicated
outside air

That is also quite modern said tIme
lady

about he same time as the
remarked Holmes

Yes there were several little chan-
ges carried out about that time

They seem to have been of a most
interesting character dummy bell
ropes and ventilators which do
ventilate With your permission Miss
Stoner we shall carry our researches
into the inner apartment-

Dr Grimesby Ro lotts chamber was
larger than that of his stepdaughter
but was as plainly furnished A camp
bed a small wooden shelf full of books
mostly of a technical character an
armchair beside the bed a plain
wooden chair against the wall a round-
table and a large Iron safe were the
principal things which met the eye
Holmes walked slowly round and ex
amlnedieaQb of them wIth the
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My stepfathers business papers
Oh you have seen inside then
Only once some years ago I re

member that it was full of papers
There isnt a cat in it for example-
No What a strange idea
Well look at this He took up a

small saucer of milk which stood on
the top of it

No we dont keep a eat But thereis a cheetah and a baboon
Ah yes of course Well a cheetahis just a big cat and yet a saucer ofmilk does not go very far in satisfyingits wants I dare say is ontpoint which I should wish to doter

He squatted down in front of
chair and examined theseat of It with greatest attention

that is quite settledsaid he rising and putting his lens inhis pocket Hello Here is somethinginteresting
The object which had caught his eye

was a small doglash hung on one cor-ner of the bed The lash however was
curled upon itself arid tied so as t
make a loop of whipcord

What you make of thatWatsonIts a common enough lash But Idont know why it should be
That is not quite so

it Alt me its a wicked world aiiiwhen a clever man turns his brains t
crime it is the worst of all I thinkthat I have seen enough now Mist
StQner and with your permission vrshall walk out upon the lawn

never seen my friendsgrim or his face so dark as itwhen we turned from the scene of thisInvestigation We had walked severaltimes up and odwn the lawn neitherMiss myself liking to breakupon his he rousedhimself
It is very essential Miss Stenersaid he that you shpuld absolutely

follow my advice in every respect
shall most certainly do so

The is too serious for
life may depend uponyour compliance

I assure you tiiat I In your

first place both my friendand I must spend the In your
room

Both Miss Stoner and I gazed at him
in astonishment

Yes it must be so Let me exiJlair believe that that Is the village innover
is the

Very good would lx
visible from there

Certainly
You must confine yourself to your

room on pretense of a headache whenyour stepfather comes back Then whenyou hear him retire for the night you
must open the shutters of your window
undo the hasp put your lamp tfiere
as a signal to is and then withdrawwith everything you

to want into the room which
used to occupy I have no doubt that
in spite of the repairs you could man-
age there for one night

Oh yes easily
at you will leave in our

hands H
But what wilt you

room shall IwvseQg te thecajjSe noise
youI believe Mr Holmes that you have
already rrhide up your mind Miss
Stoner laying her hand upon com-
panions sleeve

Perhaps I have
Then for pitys sake tell me what

was the cause of my
I should prefer to have clearer

before I speak
can at least tell me whether

my own thought is correct and If shP
died from sudden

No I do not I think that
was probably a more tangible
And now Miss Stoner we must

leave you for if Dr Roylott returned
and saw us our journey would be
vain Goodbye and be brave for If
you will do what I have told you you
may rest assured that we shall soon
drive away the dangers that threaten
youSherlock

Holmes and I had no diff-
iculty in engaging a bedroom and

room at the Crown Inn
were on the upper floor and from our
window we gould command a view of
the avenue gate and of the inhabited
wing of Stoke Moran Manor house
dusk we saw Dr Grimesby Roylott
drive past his huge form looming up
beside the little figure of the lad who
drove him The boy had some slight
difficulty in undoing the heavy iron

and we heard the hoarse roar
doctors voice and saw the fury

with which he shook lila clinched fists
at him The trap drove on and a few
minutes later we saw a sudden light
spring up among the trees as the lamp
was lit in one of the sitting rooms

Do you know Watson said Holmes
as we sat together in the gathering
darkness I have really some scruples
as to taking you tonight There is a
distinct element of danger

Can I be of assistance
Your be invaluable
Then I hall certainly come
It i very kind of you
You speak of danger You have evi

dently seen more in room than
was visible to

but I fancy that I may have
deduced u little more I Imagine that
you saw all that I did

I saw nothing remarkable save the
hell rope and what purpose that could
answer I confess Is more than I can
imagine

You saw the ventilator too
Yes but I do not think that it Is

such a very unusual thing to have a
small opening between two rooms It
was so small that a rat could hardly
pass through

I knew that we should find a ven-

tilator before ever we came to Stoke
Moran

My dear Holmes
Oh yes I did remember n

her statement she said that her sister
could smell Dr Roylotts cigar Now
of coarse that suggested at once that
there must be a communication between
the two rooms be a

marked upon at the coroners inquiry
I deduced a ventilator

But what harm can there be in

Well there is at least a curious co-

incidence of dates A ventilator is

sleeps in the bed dies Does not that
strike you

I cannot as yet see any connec

Did you observe xawythjnff very pe
ouliac about that bed

No-
It was damned to the floor Did you

ever see a bed fastened like that be
fore

I cannot say that T have
The lady could not move her bed It

must always be in the same relative
position to the ventilator and to the
rope for so may call iU since it was
Olearlv never for a bellpullT-

iolnoes I cried I seem to see
dimly what you are hinting at We are
Qflly Jus In time to mefent sub
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